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China to establish Ministry of Ecological Environment 

At the 13th National people’s congress meeting, China came out the reformation of the government 
ministry. China’s national legislature approved the forming of the Ministry of Ecological Environment 
to replace the former Ministry of Environment Protection. 

The new ministry will incorporate the former environment ministry with relevant functions segmented 
in other ministries, enabling the government to accelerate environmental protection and ecological 
conservation in a more comprehensive way.  

Chinese leaders have repeatedly stressed that the government must take action to build a “Beautiful 
China, where the skies are blue, the land is green, and the waters are clear.”The new ministry shows 
China government’s determination to intensify environment protection to promote the “Beautiful 
China” development plan. Pollution control has been identified as one of China’s “critical battles” in 
the coming two years. The forming of the Ministry of Ecological Environment is considered the latest 
move to have such a goal fulfilled. 
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China targets nine million pollution sources in 2nd national census 

 

China is conducting a second nationwide survey on pollution sources, announced the newly formed 
Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE) during a press conference held on March 29, 2018. 

The three-year environmental census is aimed at identifying pollution threats throughout the country, 
and China is set to target an estimated 9 million polluting units. With the first one being published in 
2010 and the second now in its final year, the survey targets more than 7 million industrial sources. 

To ensure an accurate and reliable results, 600,000 specialized personnel take part in data collection 
and analysis. Remote sensing satellites, drones and portable electronic devices have also facilitated 
data collection. 

The results of the first national pollution census, published in 2010, discovered that agricultural 
pollution was having a major effect on water supplies, prompting clean-up efforts in rural areas. 

The Environment Ministry absorbed new duties formerly held by the land, water and agriculture 
ministries as part of the biggest government shake-up in years. It is also in charge of climate change 
and carbon emissions. 

The 2nd round will be completed in 2019. According to preliminary estimates, the total number of 
pollution sources stands at 9 million, of which 7.4 million are industrial, 1 million in rural areas, and 
0.5 million from urban locations. 

The ministry expressed to maintain a tougher hand on behaviors disrupting normal operations of air 
quality monitoring. 

 

Beijing tackles water shortage, pollution 

Beijing will clean all polluted rivers and ponds by the end of this year.  

According to the Beijing water authority, there were previously about 140 polluted rivers in the city, 
57 of which have been cleaned already. The rest will be cleaned by the end of this year.  

Beijing has built or renovated 50 water treatment facilities in the past few years. The city uses over 
one billion cubic meters of recycled water every year. 
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Beijing is perennially troubled with water shortage. From 2014, the capital has received more than 
3.22 billion cubic meters of water through the middle route of the south-to-north water diversion 
project. 

The diversion route begins at the Danjiangkou Reservoir in Central China’s Hubei province and runs 
across Henan and Hebei provinces before reaching Beijing and Tianjin. 

Beijing has appointed more than 5,900 river chiefs, to oversee water conservation at different 
administrative levels. 

 

China’s new push for a beautiful future 

A week of saving water began in China on March 22, in celebration of this year’s World Water Day, 
taking the country another step closer to realizing the dream of beautiful, green nation. 

Following the creation of new environmental authorities, China is now better equipped to juggle 
growth and conservation. 

Water shortages are particularly tough for China, as per capita water resources are less than a third 
of the world average. About two thirds of Chinese cities face water shortages to some extent. 

Saving water, however, is only one thing China must work on to become a beautiful nation of clean 
air, clear water and green mountains. A week of saving water is definitely not enough. 

That will require institutional reform and strong government action. 
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Across the country, river chiefs, bay chiefs and lake chiefs are taking up their posts. Along China’s 
longest inland river, the Tarim, in Xinjiang, 285 river chiefs have been appointed to be directly 
accountable for the quality of water under their supervision. 

 

In Beijing, people are taking selfies in front of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, as it will soon 
be replaced. New ministries were recently approved by the national legislative session. 

The Ministry of Ecological Environment will take charge of protection of fresh water, land, air and 
oceans. The Ministry of Natural Resources will be responsible for making overall planning and 
overseeing the development and protection of the natural resources. 

These changes may be answers to long-term issues, including poorly defined government 
responsibilities, according to Minister of Ecological Environment Li Ganjie. 

The government has played a dual-role as both competitor and referee for a long time and that 
problem should now be solved, Li told a press briefing over the weekend. 

Li’s ministry will consolidate powers to prevent pollution and protect the environment that used to be 
spread among various ministries. 

Three China cities marked for green pilots 

China will begin testing innovative solutions on clean energy, ecological protection, urban 
development and other fields related to sustainable development in three pilot cities. 
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The three cities are Shenzhen in Guangdong province, Taiyuan in Shanxi province and Guilin in the 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region. The results will provide invaluable knowledge for achieving 
nationwide sustainable growth by 2030. 

These cities are the first batch of the 10 national demonstration zones for sustainable growth planned 
by the State Council in its 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development published in 2016. 

The plan is also part of a global effort spearheaded by the United Nations since 2015 for eradicating 
poverty worldwide and achieving sustainable development by 2030. 

These three cities represent different paths of regional development, but they also share many 
typical and common challenges with other regions when pursing sustainable development goals. By 
testing new technologies and innovative solutions in these pilot zones, China hopes to replicate local 
success nationwide and even offer Chinese wisdom to help other countries achieve sustainable 
development. 

 

China government pledges to redouble efforts to protect, restore environment 

China will cut sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions by 3 percent this year and bring about a 
steady decline in the concentration of fine airborne particles in key areas, according to Premier Li 
Keqiang. 

“We have established the notion that clear waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets, and 
have acted with resolve and intensity as never before to strengthen environmental protection,” 
Premier Li said on March 5 while delivering the Government Work Report at the annual legislative 
session. 

Significant achievements have been made over the past five years, he said, noting that both energy 
and water consumption per unit of GDP have fallen more than 20 percent. Emissions of major 
pollutants have consistently declined, and the number of days with heavy air pollution in key cities 
has been halved, he said. 

Forested areas have increased by almost 11 million hectares nationwide, and desertification has 
decreased by an average 2,000 square kilometers annually, he added. 

Premier Li said the government will redouble its efforts to protect and restore ecosystems, and 
complete the task of setting red lines for ecological conservation across the country. 

This year, around 6.7 million hectares of land is expected to be forested. 

China will also encourage upgrades in industries, including steelmaking, to achieve ultralow 
emissions, and continue its efforts to prevent and control water and soil pollution. 

Chemical oxygen demand and ammonia nitrogen emissions will be cut by 2 percent, he said. 
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China’s efforts for 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
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NFH China partner Umore Hold 2018 Innovative Environmental Technologies 
Roadshow and Matchmaking  
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Nordic Edge Smart City Innovation Cluster and Nordicflexhouse enter into 
strategic partnership 

The Nordic Edge Smart City Innovation Cluster (https://www.nordicedge.org/)  and 
Nordicflexhouse have entered into a strategic partnership, whereby Nordicflexhouse will 
be a business development partner for Nordic Edge within smart city/urban solutions 
targeted the Nordic and Chinese market. The sectors covered will be: 

a)Sustainable and green smart city solutions such as (but not exclusive to): water and waste 
treatment, air monitoring and purification, green city design and construction, green marine & 
agricultural solutions. 

b)Citizen engagement and involvement solutions such as (but not exclusive to): digital information 
distribution, personalized digital applications for smarter (city) communications. 

c)Smart city public services such as (but not exclusive to): smart government, healthcare, 
educational, vocational and/or entrepreneurial services. 

We plan to have a conference 24-25 Oct in Beijing about urban development and smart cities. This 
conference will be hold in close collaboration with: China Academy of Urban Development (CAUPD) , 
China Center of Urban Development (CCUD) and EU China Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Shangyu Sino-Danish Industry Park 

In 2017, Shangyu Sino Danish Industry Park was nominated by Department of Commerce of 
Zhejiang province as one of the pilot international collaboration industry parks in Zhejiang province. 

In 2018, Shangyu Sino Danish Industry Park will continue to promote the collaboration between 
Zhejiang companies and Nordic companies, to help Nordic companies finding local business 
opportunities and local partners. In 2018, Shangyu Sino Danish Industry Park will organize several 
match-making events and seminars, to assist Nordic companies find the business partners and 
access to specific sector networks. The first delegation will come to Denmark in May,2018. 

As planned by local government, a Sino Nordic Innovation Park will be built up step by step. At 
present, the government is building up the infrastructure system and attract more people and 
company to the area. In September 2017, the sub campus of Zhejiang Sci-tech University was in 
operation, where more than 1,000 students will study and living in the campus. See picture below.  

 

https://www.nordicedge.org/
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China Construction 4.0 International Innovation Platform   
 

 
In Nov. 28-29, 2017, China Construction 4.0 International Innovation Forum was held in Changsha 
International Convention Center, during the China (Changsha) Prefabricated Building and 
Construction Technology Expo. 
During the forum, a consortium aiming at promoting quality of construction and sustainable 
urbanization in China and developing countries was formed. 
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Launching ceremony of CC4.0 consortium 
 
China Construction 4.0(CC4.0) concept was proposed and firstly introduced internationally during the 
Sweden-China Green Development Forum in May 2017, by Dr. Guoqiang Zhang, professor of Hunan 
University. According to his definition, China's construction stages was classified to 4 stages based 
on the quality assurance status: CC1.0 is folk house construction stage with small quantity of 
construction, simple technology and easy to assure quality. CC2.0 is the modern construction stage 
with huge quantity of construction in a short period of time, complicated technology, and difficult to 
assure quality, during which the quality assurance system of urbanization and construction in China 
has not been fully established. CC3.0 is sustainable and intelligent building stage. Based on this, 
CC4.0 will improving quality assurance system firstly and then realizing sustainable and intelligent 
buildings.  
CC4.0 concept also copes with the new strategic development policy of China: Transition from high 
speed increase to high quality development.   
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Dr. Anders Thomsen and Prof. Guoqiang Zhang 
 
To realize the goals of CC4.0, an international platform (www.construct4.cn) was established, which 
include an international consortium, a fundamental research institute, a knowledge transfer industry 
academy, and an exchange platform including annul events of an Expo(www.higbe.org), a 
forum(www.cc4forum.com), a conference(www.cc4conference.com). Collaborating with local 
governments and real estate developers, the consortium aims at preforming theoretical research, 
demonstrating products and projects with high quality and good sustainable performance buildings in 
China and developing countries.  

 
Welcome our new member of Sino Nordic Innovation Cluster 

We have a new member of our Sino Nordic Innovation Cluster on board now. It is:  

➢ Confac from Denmark; link to homepage  

➢ Enervent from Finland; link to homepage  

For the information of each member, please refer to the homepage of www.sinobusiness.dk.  

 

http://www.sinobusiness.dk/confac/
https://www.enervent.com/
http://www.sinobusiness.dk/

